
Myths and Realities of Livestock Farming
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Emissions from agriculture by continent 

Figures are for the average between 2001 and 2010
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The Carbon Cycle
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In 1997 it took 5 cattle to produce the same 

amount of beef  as 4 cattle in 2007



0

6.5

13

19.5

26

32.5

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

English Beef Carbon Footprint kg

per kg live weight

-37%

Source: AHDB 2012 Ling-term Carbon footprint trends



All food has an environmental 

footprint

If everyone in the UK went 

meat and dairy free for one 

day a week the national 

carbon footprint would fall by 

less than 1%

Source: Dept of Energy & Climate Change 2016
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Agriculture accounts for just 10% of UK GHG emissions

When taking nutrition into account milk has the lowest emission footprint of all drinks

Along with forestry is the only industry that can capture and store carbon

Each hectare of grazed grassland can store 1200kg of carbon per year

There is a negative correlation between increased productivity and environmental footprint

If everyone in UK stopped eating meat and dairy for one day a week our national carbon footprint would fall by less than 1% 
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