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This year’s 162nd Great Yorkshire Show is 
certainly one we will never forget.  
 
After the turbulance of the last 18 months, 
we had a real challenge to organise this 
event and made a series of changes to 
make sure we could meet strict criteria to 
deliver a covid-safe show. This included 
extending it to four days for the first time in 
the show’s history and capping capactiy at 
26,000 a day. 
 
Working closely with North Yorkshire 
County Council Public Health, there was 
not one area of the show that wasn’t 
tweaked or changed. With 19 sections to 
look at, this was no mean feat and it is a 
tribute to the hard work of the team, the 

stewards, the judges and everyone 
involved in organising the show that we 
managed to pull off a first-class event.  
 
It was the tonic we all needed after our lives 
have been turned upside down by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
We were so proud to have the 
endorsement of a Royal visit by none other 
than our Patron HRH The Prince of Wales 
and HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. This 
was the largest public gatherings the Royal 
couple had attended since the pandemic 
began and they were a joy to spend the day 
with. It think it was one of the best days of 
my life. 
 



MEDIA  
 
Media coverage was the most extensive 
we have had to date including the front 
page of the Daily Express and coverage in 
the Daily Mail, Times, Telegraph, The Sun 
and a spread in Hello magazine. Clarence 
House used our images on social media to 
their 1.1million followers. 
 
The Show also featured in the Guardian, 
Daily Telegraph and The Zoe Ball 
Breakfast Show as well as GB NEWS, BBC 
Breakfast and Good Morning Britain. We 
had a number of lifestyle programmes 
being filmed onsite including Kelvin’s Big 
Northern Adventure for ITV (Autumn) and 
Shine TV filming a series about aristocratic 
families visiting events (February 2022). As 
well as regional and trade media we had 
larger than usual turn outs from Farmer’s 
Weekly, Farmers Guardian, and Horse & 
Hound. 
 
‘Today at the Great Yorkshire Show’ was 
filmed over three days and reached 2.7 
million viewers on Wednesday and 
Thursday followed on Saturday by a 90-
minute programme, called This Week at 
the Great Yorkshire Show featuring the 
best of the action over the four days 
 
COMPETITIONS 
 
With fewer agricultural shows this year, 
competitors had to adapt and get their 
animals show-ready in a shorter space of 

time. We were proud to have some of the 
best in the country, with waiting lists for 
sheep pens, record numbers for poultry 
and some of the best showjumpers in the 
UK attending.  
 
We had national competitions for Beef 
Shorthorn Cattle, Bleu Du Maine and Dutch 
Spotted sheep breeds.  
 
The Dairy Supreme Championship had a 
Yorkshire winner, with Ian Collins of 
Whitley near Dewsbury with his Dairy 
Shorthorn Churchroyd Bronte Wildeyes.  
 
The dairy cattle classes culminated with the 
Blythewood Pairs in the Main Ring, with the 
title going to James Lawrie and Bill 
Lindsay, both from Scotland, with Ayrshire 
pair Helltower Modern Marcie and 
Harperfield Queen Elizabeth II. The Collins 
family from Dewsbury repeated their 
previous day’s success in Supreme Dairy 
by taking the Reserve. 
 
A British Charolais bull, Maerdy Morwr, 
owned by David Stubbs of Aberdeenshire, 
took the Supreme Beef title, with Tom and 
Di Harrison’s Hereford bull Moralee 1 
Rebel Kicks in Reserve. 
 
In the Blythewood Native Beef Pairs, Tom 
and Di Harrison repeated their earlier 
success with Moralee 1 Rebel Kicks, 
  



accompanied by Coley 1 Nova, shown by 
Andrew Dews. The Continental Pairs win 
went to David Stubbs with his Supreme 
winner Maerdy Morwr, accompanied by R 
and N Barclays’ Harestone Mamma Mia 
and calf Harestone Royal Highness.  
 
The Supreme Sheep title went to Michael 
Alford of Devon with a British Charollais 
shearling, Foxhill Vermin. 
 
There was a Yorkshire win for Supreme 
Sheep – Non-Accredited, with the prize 
going to Hannah Stenton from Thornton Le 
Dale for her Bluefaced Leicester ewe.  
 
The show’s most prestigious showjumping 
competition saw a Yorkshireman win the 
Cock O’ The North. Robert Whitaker took 
his hattrick win with the only treble clear 
round. Eleven riders got through to the first 
jump-off, with nine contesting the title 
against the clock.  
 
The Ridden Hunter Championship went to 
Ms R Bailey’s heavyweight gelding, 
Twinshock Warrior, ridden by Jayne Ross. 
 
There was first-time triumph for 
showjumper Lisa Jones from Doncaster 
who took the honours in the International 
Stairway riding Diana P. Lisa, an amateur 
rider, beat some of best names in British 
show Jumping to take the win. 
 

The Price Family Supreme In Hand 
Championship was won by Vicky Smith of 
Cheshire’s Coloured Non-Native three-
year-old piebald filly, Ashleas Perfect 
Secret, qualifying for the Horse of the Year 
Show. Reserve went to Martyn Cole’s 
Welsh Section D mare, Durkar Solitaire.  
 
In the pig rings, the Supreme Modern 
Champion and the Supreme Traditional 
Champion went head-to-head for the Best 
Pig in Show title. The title went to Chris 
Hudson of Newark’s Landrace boar, 
Maerose Dromus, with Bryan Card of 
Marlborough’s Large Black sow, Westerly 
Nocturne 18 in Reserve. 
 
There were further competitions in other 
sections with North Yorkshire-based 
Steven Beane taking the British Farrier and 
Blacksmith Association's national 
champion title. Reserve champion was 
Lewis Balfour and Sarah took the prize for 
the "best shod foot". 
 
In Hives & Honey, there was a winning 
“shop window” themed display, created by 
Chris and Linda Smailes from Fadmoor, 
who successfully defended their Supreme 
Champion “Best in Show” award from 2019 
(for a superb tasting pair of 1lb bell heather 
honey jars). Some of the ling heather 
honeys in the display were included in a 
presentation gift that was made to HRH 
The Duchess of Cornwall during her visit to 
the Hives and Honey section. 
 

  



AWARDS 
 
Rewarding excellence and honouring 
passion and commitment to the Society 
and to agriculture is also very much part of 
the Show and this year was no exception. 
 
An award for outstanding contribution to 
the farming and rural community in 
Yorkshire was presented to former Show 
Director Bill Cowling. The lifetime 
achievement award was created jointly by 
the Yorkshire Agricultural Society and the 
Royal Agriculture Benevolent Institution to 
acknowledge those who have given years 
of service to farming and rural life.  
 
The YAS best agricultural trade stand 
award was won by Eric Townend from 
Huddersfield and the runner up was 
Russells.  
 
The Yorkshire Agricultural Society’s School 
Veg Box Competition was won by Diamond 
Wood Community Academy in Dewsbury.  
 
There were also awards for long service to 
people who have dedicated their working 
lives to farming in the region and to 
students from land-based colleges and 
universities across the region.  
 
We were thrilled to have the world’s largest 
combine harvester courtesy of Ripon Farm 
Services as well as a stunning display to 
celebrate 100 years of Russells. Both are 

long term supporters of the Show and their 
support is much appreciated. 
 
Atkinson Action Horses were the Main Ring 
performers this year and singer Lizzie 
Jones performed twice a day. 
We also had a wonderful wedding proposal 
when stunt rider Ben Atkinson proposed to 
his girlfriend Georgie Jackson in the Main 
Ring. This came on day two of the Show 
which also saw a visit from the Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs. George Eustice MP watched 
classes in the cattle and sheep rings, 
before visiting the NFU and the CLA 
stands. 
 
And finally, this very special Show was 
rounded off with an emotional President’s 
Handover as Sir William Worsley officially 
handed over to Margaret Chapman for 
2022. 
 
 

We thank Sir William for his Presidency 
and look forward to Margaret leading the 
Society in 2022. It was a very special 
moment for Margaret whose family have 
been part of the show for over 100 years. 
Margaret introduced the Blythewood Pairs 
Competition in the Cattle Section to find the 
best matching pair of animals from each 
breed. It is now one of the most prestigious 
competitions in the Show. 
 
The dates for the 163rd Great Yorkshire 
Show will be Tuesday 12th to Thursday 
14th July 2022. 

 
 

 


