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The Yorkshire Agricultural 
Society is delighted to 
announce that the Great 
Yorkshire Show will now 
become a four-day event.
A raft of changes were implemented 
at this year’s show due to Covid 19 
regulations. Some of these were 
very successful so after consulting 
with members, visitors, livestock 
and trade exhibitors, it has been 
decided to keep them in place.

This includes running the Show 
over four days, from Tuesday 12 
July to Friday 15 July, 2022. There 
will be a limit on attendance each 
day to ensure everyone has a 

relaxed and enjoyable experience 
and membership numbers will also 
be capped but you can attend on 
all four days. Tickets will be sold in 
advance only and they will go on 
sale earlier than usual - from Monday 
1 November.

The daily programme of events is 
still to be finalised but this will be 
made public early next year.

Nigel Pulling Chief Executive of the 
Society said: “The pandemic forced 
us to change the way we did things 
at the Show and there was not one 
section of the Great Yorkshire Show 
that was unchanged. This pressed a 
reset button on our whole operation 
and some of these changes were so 
successful, they are here to stay.

“Spreading the event over four days 
was met with an overwhelmingly 
positive response from our 
exhibitors, visitors and staff. Visitors 
felt that more space to navigate 
the Showground made their whole 
show experience more enjoyable, 
while for exhibitors; four days and 
shorter hours meant they felt less 
pressurised. 

“We look forward to organising and 
delivering a fantastic Great Yorkshire 
Show for you in 2022, which we 
hope will be our best yet.”

Tickets are on sale online 
from Monday 1 November

greatyorkshireshow.co.uk/ticket-
information/

EXCITING CHANGES FOR THE 
GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW

At the heart of farming, food and the countryside.



The new President of the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society for 2022 is Margaret 
Chapman.
Margaret has been Chief Cattle Steward at the Great 
Yorkshire Show since 2008 after becoming the first 
female Cattle Steward at the Show in 1973. Margaret’s 
family has been part of the Show for over 100 years 
as father Frank Chapman was an exhibitor and cattle 
steward and his uncle Joseph was showing Dairy 
Shorthorn Cattle in 1910.

Leaving school at 15, Margaret was expected to stay at 
home to milk cows on the farm but she had a zest for 
travel and in 1963 she took off to New Zealand. Margaret 
worked on sheep and cattle stations in both the north 
and south islands including one 36,000-acre high 
country sheep and cattle station which could only be 
accessed by crossing a river on horseback or by a small 
plane, which had to be started physically by turning the 
propeller.

Returning home in 1971, Margaret joined her father 
exporting pedigree livestock to many parts of the world, 
again involving more travel. Margaret set up on her own 
in 1980 to export pedigree livestock into Europe but 

sadly, the business came to an abrupt halt with onset 
of BSE. Margaret was born in Lincolnshire where her 
parents farmed and moved to Bishopthorpe, near York 
in 1943. 

In 1944, Margaret first showed cattle at the tender age 
of five when she attended a fundraising event for the 
Red Cross in York.

To celebrate the 150th show, Margaret introduced the 
Blythewood Pairs Competition in the Cattle Section to 
find the best matching pair of animals from each breed. 
It is now one of the most prestigious competitions in the 
Show.

Margaret said: “I am truly honoured to be the President 
of the Yorkshire Agricultural Society; I am so passionate 
about the Great Yorkshire Show and the importance of 
promoting British agriculture and British food to bring a 
better understanding between town and country.”

Nigel Pulling, chief executive said: “The Great Yorkshire 
Show is in Margaret’s DNA and her tireless support, work 
and passion for the show is nothing short of remarkable.

“We are proud to have her as our President this year and 
look forward to Margaret leading the Society throughout 
the next 12 months.”

INTRODUCING NEW PRESIDENT 
MARGARET CHAPMAN

Chief Executive of the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society Nigel Pulling, is due 
to retire after over 20 years at the helm.
Nigel will retire from his role in March 2022 after 
overseeing a number of hugely successful commercial 
projects across the Great Yorkshire Showground.

This includes the building of Fodder, the Regional 
Agricultural Centre (the Society’s HQ) and the multi-
million pound rebuild of Hall 1 in the Yorkshire Event 
Centre.

In 2017, he was awarded an Award of the Associateship 
of Royal Agricultural Societies (ARAgS) at the House of 
Lords for outstanding contribution to agriculture.

Nigel joined the Society in 2001 when the Great Yorkshire 
Show was cancelled due to Foot and Mouth disease. This 
was the first time GYS had been cancelled other than for 
the two World Wars.

Nigel noted the similarities between planning for the 
Great Yorkshire Show in 2002 against a backdrop of 
strict bio-security controls and regulations, and planning 
for this year’s Show under strict Covid regulations.

He said: “We overcame the tough challenges on both 
occasions to deliver successful Great Yorkshire Shows 
and I couldn’t have ended my tenure on a better show. 
We were devastated to cancel last year and despite the 
challenges and restrictions placed on this year’s event, 
it was an incredible achievement for the team. The 
atmosphere of celebration and enjoyment from both the 
farming community and visitors was second to none.”

This year, the Show welcomed a number of high-profile 
guests including HRH The Prince of Wales and HRH 
The Duchess of Cornwall as well as Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs George Eustice 
MP, Robbie Moore MP, Defra Minister Victoria Prentis MP 
and James Newman, Chair of the Hull and East Yorkshire 
LEP.

Nigel added: “It was always my aim to take the Great 
Yorkshire Show to a national level, to attract Royalty, 
industry leaders and politicians as well as national 
publicity to help bang the drum for the farming industry 
and I feel we have done and will continue to do just that.”

Nigel says it is now time to step into retirement and to 
hand over the reins to the next Chief Executive who can 
take the Society into its next chapter.

“I leave my role on a high, the Great Yorkshire Show is in a 
strong position ready for next year. Events are returning 
to the Showground after this difficult 18 months, the 
charitable activities team is stronger than ever before 
in its support for farming families and promotion of 
agriculture to the next generation – and I know it will go 
from strength to strength.”

Rob Copley, Chairman of Trustees said: “Nigel has been 
a real asset, he is hugely respected in the industry and 
his leadership has taken the Society up to the next level.

“On behalf of all the Trustee and Council members past 
and present I want to thank him for all his hard work 
determination and expertise.”

SOCIETY CHIEF EXECUTIVE
TO RETIRE



As the Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
moves in a new direction, we have 
taken the di�cult decision to cancel 
Countryside Live.
The agricultural transition is an important time for the 
sector and the Society is now looking at the best way to 
support and promote the farming industry.

Nigel Pulling Chief Executive said: “We would like to 
thank everyone who has been involved in Countryside 
Live over the years – from stewards, judges, exhibitors 
and our own team. Your support has been invaluable 
but it’s time to look forward to the next chapter and 
different ways we can support and promote farming and 
the countryside.”

The Society will continue to run its other events 
including the Great Yorkshire Show, Springtime Live and 
Countryside Days.

We thank you for your support for the 
Yorkshire Agricultural Society as your 
membership helps to finance the year-
round work we do. When you sign up to 
be a member, this supports our charitable 
work and membership is a significant 
funding stream for us.
Offering benefits including attending the Great Yorkshire 
Show on all four days and a discount in Fodder is an 
important part of your membership and a thank you for 
your support. 

Your membership fees helps us to do the following:

• Fund and support the Future Farmers of Yorkshire 
which has over 1,000 forward-thinking members, 
eager to expand their knowledge and excel in their 
careers. We support them by providing a platform for 
debate and the sharing of ideas.

• Organise free teacher training days for 600 teachers a 
year, which then benefits up to 18,000 children. 

• Organise many free educational events such as 
Countryside Days when 6,000 primary school 
children visit the Showground and take part in 
hands-on workshops and enjoy outdoor displays, 
an event that is always oversubscribed. 

• Organise free farmer health checks at convenient 
locations. 

• Run networking and support groups for farming 
families, delivering workshops to help with businesses 
as well as bringing the community together.

• Support and fund the Yorkshire Rural Support Network 
and their Women in Farming group. 

• Sponsor a Nuffield scholar and give bursaries to attend 
the Oxford Farming Conference, Groundswell and the 
NFU conference amongst others.

This is a snapshot of the work we do year round to 
support and promote farming and the countryside. 

Membership for 2022 goes on sale on Monday 1 November.

YOUR MEMBERSHIP

A Yorkshire Harvest Festival was held 
at St Andrew’s Church, Bishopthorpe, in 
September, with members of the Society 
as well as parishioners of Bishopthorpe.
Bishop John of Selby took the service, delivering a 
wonderful sermon about the work of the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society. Representatives from the Future 
Farmers of Yorkshire group were also there, with their 
children to help with the offerings. 

We were also thankful to Fodder for supplying the 
harvest bread and their vegetables to help decorate the 
church. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 2021

COUNTRYSIDE LIVE

Yorkshire’s fascinating farming stories 
are being shared first-hand with 
schoolchildren in a new series of Farm 
to Fork visits organised by the Yorkshire 
Agricultural Society.
Children from Ashfield Primary School in Otley enjoyed 
a fun educational visit to Birchfield Ice Cream Farm in 
Summerbridge, Nidderdale where they met pigs, goats 
and hens and the Whitley family explained how they 
look after their animals and produce food.

For some of the schoolchildren, this was their first 
experience of a working farm. Their visit started with a 

trailer ride as they learnt all about the journey of food 
from field to dinner plate.

The journey from farm to fork was complete as the 
children ended their visit with a bacon sandwich and a 
glass of milk in the farm’s café.

YAS organises fully subsidised school visits to local farms 
so children can experience the farm to fork journey 
first-hand throughout the year.

Nigel Pulling, YAS Chief Executive said: “It is so 
important to educate new generations about where 
their food comes from and our Farm to Fork visits are 
great opportunities to do exactly that.”

FROM FARM TO FORK



GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOW 2021 

This year’s 162nd Great Yorkshire Show 
was an overwhelming success and is 
certainly one we will never forget.
We were proud to have the ultimate endorsement of a 
Royal visit by none other than our Patron HRH The Prince 
of Wales and HRH The Duchess of Cornwall. 

There was also a visit from the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs George Eustice MP, 
Robbie Moore MP, Defra Minister Victoria Prentis MP and 
James Newman, Chair of the Hull and East Yorkshire LEP.

The Show was also covered extensively – and very 
positively – by the national media, including a dedicated 
two-part series called Today at the Great Yorkshire Show 
which reached over 2.7 million viewers. 

Because there were few agricultural shows on this year, 
competitors had to adapt and get their animals show-
ready in a much shorter space of time. We were proud to 
have some of the best in the country, including national 
competitions for Beef Shorthorn Cattle, Bleu Du Maine 
and Dutch Spotted sheep breed.  

Ian Collins of Whitley near Dewsbury took the Dairy 
Supreme Championship with his Dairy Shorthorn 
Churchroyd Bronte Wildeyes. 

A British Charolais bull, Maerdy Morwr, owned David 
Stubbs of Aberdeenshire, took the Supreme Beef title.

The Supreme Sheep title went to Michael Alford of 
Devon’s British Charollais shearling, Foxhill Vermin.

Supreme Sheep – Non Accredited, went to Hannah 
Stenton from Thornton Le Dale for her Bluefaced 
Leicester ewe. 

The Show’s most prestigious showjumping competition 
saw Yorkshireman Robert Whitaker win the Cock O’ The 
North. 

The Supreme Modern Champion and the Supreme 
Traditional Champion went head-to-head for the Best 
Pig in Show title which went to Chris Hudson of Newark’s 
Landrace boar, Maerose Dromus.

In Hives & Honey, there was a winning “shop window” 
themed display, created by Chris and Linda Smailes from 
Fadmoor, who successfully defended their Supreme 
Champion “Best in Show” award from 2019 (for a 
superb tasting pair of 1lb bell heather honey jars). Some 
of the ling heather honeys in the display were included in 
a presentation gift that was made to HRH The Duchess 
of Cornwall during her visit to the section.

North Yorkshire-based Steven Beane took the British 
Farrier and Blacksmith Association’s national champion
title which was held in the Forge.

The world’s largest combine harvester came courtesy of 
Ripon Farm Services and there was a stunning display to 
celebrate 100 years of Russells. 

Dressed by Yorkshire fashion brand James Steward, 
singer Lizzie Jones performed twice a day and Atkinson 
Action Horses were the Main Ring performers this year

There was a wonderful wedding proposal when stunt 
rider Ben Atkinson proposed to his girlfriend Georgie 
Jackson in the Main Ring. 

And finally, this very special Show was rounded off 
with an emotional President’s Handover as Sir William 
Worsley officially handed over to Margaret Chapman for 
2022. 
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Venue: YEC = Yorkshire Event Centre      PoH = Pavilions of Harrogate
Note: The information is correct at time of publication. Yorkshire Event Centre Ltd accepts no responsibility for any omissions, alterations, 

cancellations etc. Please check with the organisers to verify details prior to planning your visit. Thank you.

Upcoming events at the
Yorkshire Event Centre and Pavilions of Harrogate

We hold lots of private events too - call 01423 544 544 to book

DATE EVENT VENUE TYPE

OCTOBER

Sunday 17 - Monday 18 Fine Food Show North 2021 YEC Trade

Saturday 23 Stamparama YEC Public

Sunday 24 - Sunday 31 Indoor Funfair YEC Public

Sunday 24 Beadwork Fair PoH Public

Friday 29 - Sunday 31 Decorative, Antiques and Art Sale PoH Public

NOVEMBER

Wednesday 3 - Thursday 4 Boden Clothing Sale PoH Public

Saturday 13 Children and Crime Book Fair PoH Public

Saturday 13 PBFA Book Fair PoH Public

Saturday 27 - Sunday 28 Rock, Gem N Bead Show PoH Public

DECEMBER

Please help us to keep you update with all our latest news and offers, by 
sending in your email address.

Please send an email to membership@yas.co.uk along with your surname and 
postcode so that we can update your membership details.

HELP US 
KEEP IN 
TOUCH

WHAT’S ON
Farming Community Lunch at The Gavel Café, Thirsk Auction Mart

 Monday 1 November 2021 from 12 Noon
We are delighted to be bringing back our Farming Community lunches. A hot two course lunch with

tea and coffee for £7.50 will be available from 12 noon. The lunch will include ‘Farming Memories’ with 
Virginia Arrowsmith. To book, please e-mail kated@yas.co.uk or M 07912 495604.




